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The Society of Japanese Women Scientists (SJWS)

Activities of the Society of Japanese Women Scientists
S. Kizaka-Kondoh

Graduate School of Bioscience and Biotechnology, Tokyo Institute Technology, Yokohama & Tokyo, Japan

The Society of Japanese Women Scientists (SJWS) was established in April,

1958 to foster

friendship among female scientists, facilitate knowledge exchange among them in various fields of
research and provide support during their career with the ultimate goal of advancing world peace.
The establishment of SUWS was wholly supported by the Committee of Seven for World Peace Appeal
initiated In Japan in 1955, which included Raicho Hiratsuka, the vice president of the Women’s
International Democratic Federation (WIDF) and Hideki Yukawa (Nobel Laureate in physics in 1949).
Since April, 2014, SJWS has become the general incorporated association.

Regular and recent Activities

B Holding lecture meetings of member and non-member scientists

who are active in the front lines
B [nstructing experiments in Science summer school for junior and
senior high school girl students
B Holding symposium and interchange social gathering about the
position of the woman scientist and researcher
B Annual SIWS meeting (Scientific presentation, lecture and panel
discussion)
Organizing meetings for the gender equality promotion business that
utilized a country, a local cooperation meeting network (2013~2015)
Publishing SJWS Journal (annual): e-journal since 2011
Publishing SJWS Newsletter (twice a year)
Joining Association of gender equality studies Network since 2002
Establishing SJWS science communicator certification system in 2007
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SJIWS members belong to a wide range of disciplines including basic and
applied science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy, agriculture, and home
economics. Members are researchers and engineers from academia as well
as industry.

SJWS Award

Since 1995, SJWS has annually presented two awards to scientists who have made great
contributions to advancing the objectives of SJWS:

1) Early Career Investigator Award to encourage and acknowledge excellence In science
2) Distinguished Service Award to recognize outstanding service to scientific community

Positions after winning SJWS Award
Period for promotion after winning SJWS Award

_ Left graph:

In 37 award winners, 28 people

56.8% of SJWS Award
winners had been
promoted within 4 years

Associate
Professor/ 50%

Professor

— 10 e (75.7%) had achieved some kind of Subleader
E after winning the award. promotion. 56.8% of the promotion 43%
E 8 occurred within 4 years, suggesting a
S 6 direct influence of receiving the award
% on the promotion. /
; 4 Right graph :
£ 9 The half winners had become
Z - professors, indicating their high activity.
0 — .

<1 2 3 4 5 26

[Year after wining Award]

The 20t (2015) SJWS Award Ceremony =—> = ‘ ; B
,f _*,"_:3‘ . :;i_":i‘ s

Science Summer School

@ It has been sponsored by National Women’s Education Center of Japan and Japan Inter-Society Liaison Association Committee
for Promoting Equal Participation of Men and Women in Science and Engineering (EPMEWSE) since 2005

SJWS joined the activity as a member of EPMEWSE since 2006

The main purpose is fostering leadership of STEM women scientists

Junior and high school girl students learn together in a 3 days/2 nights school.

The attendees have been interacting with the advanced scientists and engineers throughout the course.

The programs for the parents and teachers have also been prepared. '

Lecture for
~ pa rents/teachers
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In class lecture
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